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Separation of Zoning & En~ineering Departments

Commissioners

In rebuttal to the assertion that the existing Planning, Zoning
Engineering Department is mee ing the needs of Jefferson County it
is presently organized, my t experiences with them (Hawthornevariance, 

Summit Point Librar ) indicate otherwise. The heirs 0
Hawthorne here in Summit Poin wish to convert the existing hist ical
structure into a bed & breakfast. 127 residents of Summit Point ave
respondeq to the heirs with support for their plan.

The Zoning Department is res onsible for publishing the minutes pf all.
meeings of the Zoning Board f Appeals. The final decision on

~Hawthorne's request to host eddings at their bed & breakfast wa made~
at the meeting on December 1 , 2004. The decision is not public lly
available until the minutes re approved at the following meetin .
After approval of minutes, t e applicant has 15 days to appeal t e BZA
decision in circuit court. he meeting at which the decision was
finalized was on January 20,2005. The Zoning Department promis d the~
minutes would be typed by Mo day, January 24. Hopefully, the mi utes
will be available by Monday, January 31, eleven days after thehearing. 

In finalizing the n)inutes of the December 16 meeting, ne of:
the Board of Appeals members lamended the content of the decision.
without written documentatioQ of the amended decision, no one kn ws
the exact provisions of the ~uling. j

The heirs cannot decide if tlje decision needs to be appealed sin e the
minutes with the amended dec*sion are not available. Recipients of
BZA rulings have only 15 day~ file an appeal in circuit court. For
Hawthorne, since the Departm nt of Zoning has not had time to t pe up
the minutes, the heirs may n t receive the BZA decision in time to
appeal. The Planning & Zoniqg Department clearly needs to have ore
time to fulfill the duties i1} is intended to complete. Separat'ng thE~
Engineering Department has tQ be a good change.

I

The Planning, Zoning & Engin
l' ering Department is also in Charge

~ Of building permits and inspect ons. Many contractors have compla'ned tome, 

as the project architect about incorrect inspections by co nty

inspectors. I constantly te 1 them to put it in writing and fo ward

complaints to the County Commissioners. None of them will take the
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time because they are usually on deadline. Included separately
(letter dated August 6, 2003) are the experiences I had with the
permit/inspection staff while the Summit Point Library was beingbuilt. 

Al Hooper asked me to hold off mailing this letter until a
later date. In the interest f Jefferson County reorganization, now
is past time to send this let ere

Erigineering/inspections reqUi ~es different training from zoning.
!From my experiences, it is cl ar that the head of Planning, Zoni g &

Engineering doesn't know muchl about construction. The engineeri g
portion needs to be headed byl someone who is familiar with comme cial
and residential building code~ as well as construction practices

Jefferson County needs to fixLas many problems as possible.
Engineering from Planniing & ~oning is a good start.

SpItting

Sincerely,
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